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improvement of the substructure of education
is the more important, or at any rate the more
urgent matter for the time being, and should
precede any considerable expenditure upon the
education of adults. It will probably be
generally agreed too, that in this sphere the
initiative and detailed control should be
voluntary, and that the authorities should
confine themselves to assistance and co-ordina-
tion. Bven within these limits, however, a
good deal can be done to further adult educa-
tion. Suitable financial assistance should be
offered to all organisations, which fulfil the
authority's conditions directed towards securing
that work of real educational value is done,
and that there is no overlapping. It is very
difficult to make a serious educational effort
entirely self-supporting, and even a small
subvention from the authority may have con-
siderable effect. In particular, it may help
such organisations as the University Intension
Society to choose coxtrses which do not com-
mand a large audience, and to insist on a higher
standard of continuous study than is possible
at present.

One thing authorities can do, with great
advantage to the voluntary organisations we
are considering and with little expense to them-
selves : that is, provide rooms. This is now a
serious difficulty and expense to struggling
societies, and one that is not likely to diminish*
Suitable meeting halls are in most places far
fewer than they were ten years ago, and the
cost of building and the demands of the cinema
will probably prevent them from ever becoming
cheap and numerous again. In these days it
is too wasteful to use elaborate and expensive